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^gb^real intelligence as to the effect of the Cuban crisis 
*"** ' >, the following speculative consideration of various 
jroblea may be of some use. 




^leadership was undoubted^ shaken by the Cuban crisis but the 
\$ts|Btahility was affected is not clear. There is as yet no 
>8t .that Khrushchev or any other leader has gained or lost 
(gj^tU8 r or that a leadership shake-up has occurred* The re- 
Jeotded originally to install missiles in Cuba only after much 
jots sliaj and perhaps disagreement; difference of opinion and dis- 
' pbandlefthe situation undoubtedly erupted following the Presi- 
,22- speech and continued the rest of that week. It would be 
Jlowlag such a fiasco, there were not even a slight ohange in 
^arrangement in the not too distant future* 

fltefcisiba More Determinative 


WWW* 


twhich strong positions were taken by Khrushchev or other 


^gaixist the original decision to install the missiles will prob- 
&Xttev extent of repercussions in the leadership « Disagreement 
&Z%&B likely to have been on tactical points of how best to ex- 
iSrcBL the situation with the least politick cod wilitaiy loss, 
Iwould hot be as significant in its effect on the statu? of 
'J^gtaal positions* It is possible that there was considerable 
fj^ytat leaders on the need for a puU~ha&; including those t&o ads-' 
Ig^at the US response would be# 

&v»s>Positlon Possibly Strengthened 

~ Wt§fc^ : "< [ 

""'was the original instigator of the Cuban missils venture, he 
ielf much more vulnerable to controversy with and criticisst 
and certainly would have suffered some loss of authority in 
It. is more likely, however, given his past proclivity jtor 
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»tloai- pressures rather than more militant actions, that 
preservations about the operation hut in the end vent along with 
*«i^was spokesman for the regime* Moreover/ faced with the 

unexpectedly qv&ck reaction from the US, Khrushchev was prob~ 
^cii^bt Ifce first, to suggest a pull-back and call attention to the 
vS The letters to the President have the stamp of Khrushchev^ 
bicipatioG and concern* If these assumptions are correct, 
Authority in the leadership is probably somewhat enhanced at the 
i^ The dispatch of MUcoyan to Ctiha vould further suggest — be* 
past identity of view — that Khrushchev has not suffered a 
in the leadership* 




&fct;»ilitary undoubtedly played a significant advisory role in the 
Jthdraw the missile sites from Quba, but there is nothing to sug- 
^ayjiaye brought extraordinary pressure to bear on the Soviet loader- 
»^tf?^^tootroUlag Soviet policy-making In the aftermath of the crisis* 
J "Litary exercise their Influeaoe primarily through political leaders, 
Jtea^united themselves on policy, and tend to be cautious in cer- 
f«^gfej*heir interests are involved* The opportunity to redress 
ipi^tary balance by the Cuban gambit undoubtedly appealed to the 
""probably advooated it as. long as the venture stopped short 
.ttgloff hostilities. Ibe confrontation by a strong tSS reaction 
jtreagth and purpose, especially at a tine «ben the missile sites 
j^ti^/ probably resulted in an immediate shift of position by the 
pressure on the leadership to withdraw rapidly* 
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citizen will be considerably relieved by the outcome of th& 
^iitS^jand will probably enjoy an increase in pttolic acclaim* 

"ei^citizens^ however, were undoAtedly astounded by the revelations 
ar^27|iB^f20 on the /existence of "gxim 11 weapons in Cuba, placed there 
m " ^their government* There will be, moreover, considerable 

intellectuals t&o read the press more carefully for nuances 
go^t.i[pgnpaganda^ and the regime in general, idll have to endeavor 
somewhat tarnished reputation • The Voroshilov article in Pravda 
"i^mdodbtedly partly motivated by * desire to resuscitate f aith v 


&& 


US 


»g^!p£ enthusiasm over the avoidance of war and the loss of faith 
"jp'gjjMever, ; are difficult to measure. 2he normal eit&sen say not 
*"| of how serious this situation was, compared to previous crises* 
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I«rteat become inmune to propaganda build-ups, and this one 
"and then had to be manipulated in a sudden shift of Una* 
before the 8S Sabassy oertalnly were adlder than in the 
was due pttaari3y to the regLne's reluctance to encour- 
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